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I Fiage you Tesd ranemd cais pricle wehan voa reflect upon your irmealve

rrd in the 2009 sassionof the American LegionBoys Stateof Kansas
I fawmd it 1o be ane of he finest gessmns immy long association with
e program
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fus | relisct upon ha 2008 sassion the 1irsd image that comes 1o
mnd i ihat of genterman: a8 in courtedus, considerate mam Tha
wedk wiEs Tul ol chalengas, adventures and Tun, esery One was imnat
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“To inculcate a sense of ndivicual obkgaton o the commndy, state and nation”
That is tha purpose of the Amencan Legan Bays State program. I was ongantaed by
i Department f Bnais in 1835 The Dapartment of Kansas, olding Charar MNo. 5

wedrs armeg the firsl 1o nsiiube e week-ong gavermrmsan-n-aclion grogranm

Tha Amarican Legon Boys State of Kansas was beadquartered in Wichita for 26
wears before moying o the University of Kansas in 163 | siayed there untl B8
el the pragrdam midsed 1o its pressant lecatiom on the campus af Kansag Stata
Lirresrsiby

Tha Boys State program s avaliabie to any high schopl senorin-ba who ments aca-
cdamis criteria and dermonsiraias leadaship pofential. Civic and church Qrouns &5 veell
&5 Arparcan Legian Posts sponsor deagatas 1o this Tine leaming-by-daing. wouth-

e rmrmEn t programi

Almpst SO0 yong men from across Karsas have participated in Boys State and
pariorrmed nearly every Tunclion of city, county. and stale govermment. Former dal
efjales, membars of 1ha Armancan Legian. and Soire of e Acrmancan Legian retum
aaih waar 10 serve 3% counselors and adwvisors, WNeany af e vaork yea-maond an

walys o improve the ournoulum and strocture of the program.

At the comdusion of aach sasgion, o Staters e chosa by their pesars 10 repiesant
Eanaas at the American Lagion Bovs Nation in Washingbon, G, Thase teo ndivido-
als partcipate & learmng-ty-daing pragram thst focuss on our govemment at the

natipnal I




Staters arrived from all over Kansas to register for the
72nd session of the American Legion Boys State ol Kan

sds. Advisor Rex Gardner greeted delegates as they entered
Kramer Dining Center Many delegates were about to begin

a weaek that would shape their ives forever Al opening cer
emonias, delegates were privileged to have Dustin Gaylon as
keynote speaker. Gaylon got staters pumped and ready 1o
fully participate during the week ahead. With Gaylon's speech
fresh in thesr minds, staters began their week by running for

govarnment positions that they felt would best swit them
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Early monday moming delegates were roused and the flag
was raised. Some delegates found their place in local gov-
ermment positions while others ran for state office positions.
Candidates running for state office were out campaigning in
Tull force. To rally support for their political platforms, candi-
dates and political action committeas attendad the political
fair held on the tennis couwrts, After the moming political fair,
candidates of both parties had additional time to speak on
thair platforms during the Whistle Stop Tour, After dinner, the
primary election winners wera announced and the high en-
ergy party comentions followed.
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After the primary alection, the poltical parties preparad fos
the genaral election. Tha state office candidates’ debate was
held in MceCain Auditaonum where candidates from each party
answarad guastions prepared by members of the PALS.

Mext, volers cast baliots in the general election to determne
wiho would lead Boys State. The results of the general elec
Lon ware announced dunng the svening retreat, and the Man
hattan Lagion Post presanted a flag retiremeant cergmomy
Followsing the retreat, delegates attended 1own Hall Meetings

featuring three speakers from different govermment ofTices.
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With the elections over, all government branches were now
operating. Governor Kyle Maddox presented his proposead
oudget 1o the citizeans of Boys State. The House and Sen

dte convened to address matters related to the state budget.
Members of each of the departments prepared for hearings
OveEr vanous issuas. The Boys State Supreme Court heard
oral arguments in a high profile case. Kansas Secretary of
=tate Ron Thormbungh told delegates that they are leaders

of today during his speech that was given before the annual
Boys State Talent Show
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Thro UghﬂlJT the week, delegates worked together to

solve many differant types of government problems, District

courts haeard trials and the House and Senate were discuss-
ing vanous lgislation. The college fair gave delegates an op-
portunity to wvisit with college recruiters. Delegates also had
an opportumty © stretch theer legs and show their competi-
tvig talents during recraation tima, After evening ceramonies
staters marchad o McCain Auditoriom to ksten to the Boys
State Choir and Band perform. Both music groups had the
priviege o work with mstructors from the K&state music pro-
gram
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— Fﬁ.ﬂmrning retreat was a little bit different on Friday maom

) o ing. Countes had a chanca ta be out of uniform and be “cra

- ‘ zy" in their formation. Staters wrapped up the last projects
_1;:.:!:*':"

of the week and geared up for the night’s festivities. The re-

sults of the Boys Nation alection ware announced at evamng
retreat. Activities at the K&tate Student Union after retreat
provided one last opportunity for delegates to hangout with
Inends they had made during tha week. The next day, follow
ing closing ceremonies, 450 delegates would return home
after their week to shape their lifetime.
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Wednesd dy evening provided a break from the work of
government, as delegates were treated to the annual Talent
Show: Delegates enjoyed a wide range of acts including rmarny
great guitar solos, a "remixed” version of Boys State march-
ing, four very different drurmming styles, NUMOorous peces,
and a slice of "American Pig” to end the night's many great
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These ane the memones that you oeabed over one wesk in the
purmEr of A5

Yl arrived af Kansas State University on Sunday, May 31t won
dering what mxactly to eepect. Suddenty you weme thrust into a
sph-pacesd, oooperaties, and very rabead program, The Besks of

featiFeg and maiftanieg o wofking gorserniment waers placed in 'wou
rands. Hopefully through this program you wene able bo see sty
what knds of dedsions our sooety 5 faced with, Blectesd officials
fags Fha ineredible ks of Lrsgling) et B preledt Sher Q-
sliiends’ rights, whila at the mame te mantaicing financial ard
social stabdky. One evident message of cur program s that it is not
many bo be 3 lmader ‘W= Fope that you not only found opportunites
Fior grest suoedss, bul that v aleg faced Ehe chome GF dresnisimieg
a sl Jdefeat. IE I8 i Pete inskances whiere & Eader oFoses NS
worth, and you hase undoubtedly taken this message from The
fimerican Leguon Boss Shate of Kansas,

50 R is up to vou, and you alone, 10 overcome the falkres and
strugoles that ife wil present you. Cemooracy, the most sffectae
form of govemment, & deperdent on imobement. We are taking
T granied iPat por will certaindy B irrenlaed, Bt vae chaliangs wou
nat only bo become invoband but Jlso to berome 2 leader, that mtra
step bevond simple participetion, within your comemunities

Deswecracy is nol lmited to the realms of Topeka and ‘Washinghon
Diermomacy edshs In your homes, schooks, congregations, and workpiaces. Thene wil be Bmes in
your life wien you will be faced with & stuation that you do not agres wih or Bhat you fesl is
unlair IS you o soFeong you Ensy. A Bicul as il may seem, B ndl cnly e cight bt o
responsiilty to use the inowledge and skl ywou gained from cur program o help yourset! and
your feliow otizens do the right thing

Mo mafies wihal you tRink aboat what has Fappenad in the past, of eeed whal B happenng fow,
Woud Fave e cpportunity to change the fubure, and hat s what 5 great atbout Amenica. 1n a very
short ime a ouple hundred years’ worth of progress will be handed 1o vou. What will you do with
it? Wil you be cortert to stand stil? Wil you move formard? The decson is up o you.

SErsn wOUr communiy and serse Bowell Whe wish you the best of luck in vodr endesssors, and we
kope that the American Lagion Bovs Siste of Kansss helpsd vou along B vy,
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