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To view more pictures of your
week at the American Legion
Boys State of Kansas
Leadership Academy, go to
www.ksbstate.org. Click on
the “2017” button and follow
the guides. You can also
download an application and
help send someone to the
upcoming session of Boys
State. Call us toll-free at
(866) 241-9920 or e-mail us at
info.1937@ksbstate.org to
request additional information.
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Kansas Leadership Academy! You were selected by members of your com-
munity as one of the top young men from the state of Kansas and chosen to
have the firsthand experience of Boys State.

The mission of the American Legion Boys State of Kansas Leadership Academy
is be a relevant, interactive, problem-solving experience in leadership and team-
work that develops self-identity, promotes mutual respect and instills civic respon-
sibility. I hope during your time at Boys State you were able to experience these
attributes, and have a little fun in the process.

From the beginning you were challenged to dive in and get engaged, and not
sit on the sideline and watch the week as it goes by. If you took this challenge you
inevitably faced failure during the week, and that’s ok! The possibility of failure can
deter even the most confident men and women from taking a chance, and risking
vulnerability. Our failures, as much as our successes, help define who we are as
leaders, and as men. Michael Jordan once said “I can accept failure; everyone fails
at something. But I can’t accept not trying” I hope that during your time at Boys

Thank you for attending the 2017 session of the American Legion Boys State of

State you took many opportunities to try.

As you reflect on your time at Boys State I hope that you can take a step back
and appreciate the magnitude of progress that was made. Government entities were formed, city, county and state officials
were elected, legislative and court systems created, and the media staff was there to cover it all. You accomplished quite a lot
in such a short period of time, and you couldn’t have done it alone. The amount of work accomplished took teamwork and
cooperation, and everyone had to play their role to ensure success. Individually we are limited in what we can accomplish,
however, when we work together we are able to increase our capabilities exponentially.

When you first arrived you were a single entity, one of 500. Leaving Boys State, I hope that you feel a sense of community,
and take pride in the communities formed during your time. I hope that you took pride in what you were able to accomplish
to move your community forward during your time at Boys State. Civic engagement is a responsibility shared by many, and
you have a role to play. Exercise your right to vote, stand up for what you believe in, and do what you can to improve your
community.

As the week went on, you likely became close friends with those around you that shared in your Boys State experience.
Now, as an alumnus of the American Legion Boys State of Kansas you are a member of Statesmen Club, our alumni organi-
zation. You join the thousands of Kansas Boys State Delegates before you, and those that will follow as some of the best and
brightest from the state of Kansas. I hope that you share your Boys State experience with pride and always remember Boys
State!

Jake Ellis
Executive Director
The American Legion Boys State of Kansas Leadership Academy




HISTORY

“To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and
nation.” That is the purpose of the American Legion Boys State program. It was
organized by the Department of lllinois in 1935. With Charter No. 5, the Depart-
ment of Kansas was among the first to institute this week-long
government-in-action program.

The American Legion Boys State of Kansas was held in Wichita for 26 years
before moving to the University of Kansas in 1963. It stayed there until 1992
when the program moved to its present location on the campus of Kansas State
University.

The Boys State program is available to any high school senior-to-be who meets
academic criteria and demonstrates leadership potential. American Legion
Posts, as well as civic and church groups, sponsor delegates to this fine
learning-by-doing, youth-in-government program.

Almost 50,000 young men from across Kansas have participated in Boys State
and performed nearly every function of city, county, and state government.
Former delegates, members of the American Legion, and Sons of the American
Legion return each year to serve as counselors and advisors. Many of them
work year-round on ways to improve the curriculum and structure of the
program.

At the conclusion of each session, two Staters are chosen by their peers to
represent Kansas at the American Legion Boys Nation in Washington, D.C.
These two individuals participate in a learning-by-doing program that focuses on
our government at the national level.




Staters arrive

The 80th anniversary session of the
American Legion Boys State of Kansas
started off with delegates, known as
Staters, arriving at the Kramer Dining
Complex on the campus of Kansas State
University.

After going through the check-in
process and meeting their counselors and
fellow Staters, delegates entered the whirl-
wind of the first day.

They headed to McCain Auditorium,
where they heard from Executive Di-

rector Jake Ellis, Direct of Development
Thane Chastain, and Program Coordina-
tor Todd Vogts, each sharing more about
the week laid out before them. Then For-
mer Kansas Secretary of Agriculture Josh
Svaty shared his experiences in politics
with the Staters before they returned to
their county areas to sign up for positions
such as city council, county commission,
media, highway patrol and many others.

The day concluded with Staters work-
ing within their assigned positions.

Isaiah Eaton, of Bradley County, shows

off his Stater Uniform after arriving at
the program.

Delegates from across the state arrive to begin their week taking part in the Kansas Boys State program.

Led by the Boys State Color Guard, the Staters march to

McCain Auditorium for the Opening Ceremonies.

Counties line up following a fire drill.




Former Kansas Secretary of Agriculture Josh Svaty shares his

experiences in politics at Opening Geremonies.

Counselor Gavin Larios welcomes Matt Goeckel to Marshall

County.

Stater Riley Russell smiles as he gathers with his fellow
Pershing County members.

Grant Daily, 2016 Kansas Boys State Governor, addresses the

delegates at Opening Ceremonies in McCain Auditorium.

Stater David Eke carries the Pershing Gounty guidon.



Antonio Sanchez of Eisenhower County holds the American

Flag in preparation of the morning’s flag raising.

Staters Thomas Kennedy of Bradley County and Jordan Black

of Seitz County work with media counselor Jordan Waymaster
on an episode of Staters Radio.

Will Flesher, Jack Jenkins, and Reed Miller of Seitz County
work on a project.

A delegate serves in a volleyball match during recreation.



Legionnaire Chuck Shoemaker

addresses the delegates during
morning assembly.
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State gets going

Monday was the first full day of State.
Following breakfast, the Staters heard
from Legionnaire Chuck Shoemaker at
morning assembly.

Then they went into Boys State Oper-
ations, during which they took on their
roles within the program, such as being a
member of the media or a highway patrol
officer.

The mayors of each Boys State city
were also sworn into office.

As part of these roles, Staters had

projects to complete. These ranged from
establishing schools to working with gov-
ernment agencies to secure grant monies
to build key pieces of infrastructure for
the counties within the program.

It was also the first day when Staters
had the opportunity to take part in rec-
reation. They took part in team events,
such as volleyball, softball and ultimate
Frisbee, to name a few.

From the onset, Staters began to exer-
cise and grow their leadership skills.

Some of the Boys State mayors take part in a press

conference.

Stater Alex Hardin and Highway Patrol Trooper Mario Rios

practice pulling over someone who has broken the law.

The mayors of each Boys State city are sworn into office by 2016 Boys State Governor Grant Daily.




Electing leaders

Tuesday saw numerous activities The Nationalists Party saw the greatest
taking place. First, the caucus took place  number of elected officials. Alex Thill
where general election candidates were received the nod as 2017 Boys State Gov-
selected. ernor with Micah Self as his Lieutenant

Then the Boys State Media hosted a Governor.
candidate debate. During the debate, the Other Nationalists winning office
caucus winners were asked questions and  include Nolen Wright as Commissioner
were given the opportunity to appeal to of Insurance and Dennis “Denny” Rice as
voters. Secretary of State.

Following the debate, the general elec- Federalists who were elected include
tion took place. Staters cast their ballots Connor Casey as Attorney General and
for their chosen candidates. Matthew Owens as State Treasurer.

Dennis “Denny” Rice of Patton County

answers a question during the
candidate debate.

Members of the Departments work on distributing grant
Staters make transactions at the Boys State bank. money.

Delegates take part in a game of softball during recreation. Members of the Highway Patrol learn hand-to-hand combat.




Nationalist State Treasurer Candidate Choong Hyun Son of
Patton County speaks during the candidate debate at McCain
Auditorium.

During the candidate debate, members of the media asked

representatives of both poltical parties questions to help
voters select their state leaders.

One Stater makes an impressive catch during a game of
Ultimate Frisbee as his competitors look on.

Staters from Powell County present arms as the flag is raised at morning assembly. This was part of the daily activities Staters

took part in.



Steven Robertson of King County addressed the Federalist
Party members.

David Eke of Pershing County tells the Nationalist Party why

he would be a good candidate.

Isaiah Eaton of Bradley County tells the Nationalist Party why Mateo Perea-Gowdy of Bradley County tells the Federalist
he would be a good candidate. Party why he would be a good candidate.




A Stater speaks to the Federalist Party

during the party’s caucus.

Parties choose

Part of the Boys State program in-
vovles being assigned a political party
designation.

This is determined by the questions
Staters answer on their Boys State appli-
cation.

The two parties are the Nationalists
and the Federalists, with the Nationalists
tending to be more liberal and the Feder-
alists tending to be more conservative.

Prior to Tuesday’s general election,
Staters gathered together with their fellow

party members to select their parties’
candidates. This was done through a cau-
cus process, which saw would-be candi-
dates giving speeches to their constituents
as they made the case for why they should
be the party candidate for each office.

After all the speeches were given,
Staters voted for their top choices in each
position. Those winning went on to rep-
resent the party in the candidate debate
and the general election.

Alexander Fortune of Seitz County addresses the Nationalist

Party members.

Nationalist Party members look at the caucus ballot.

Federalists Party members take notes over what the would-be candidates say in order to make an informed vote.



Slowing down

After the hectic days of running for
office and the overall election process,
Wednesday served as a day to slow down
and settle into the work of Boys State.

All positions were filled, so Staters
were able to work on projects, including
court cases and passing legislation, to
name just two.

The newly elected and sworn in state
officials also got to work on passing a
budget for the state to run on.

At evening retreat, legionnaires were

recognized for their service, and Staters
took part in Pass In Review, which is a
traditional military action where troops
are presented for inspection.

At Boys State, counties march for the
legionnaires, led by their county counsel-
ors and the county guidons.

Staters also had several opportunities
at recreation, including a cross country
race and chess matches. These were in ad-
dition to the normal offerings of softball,
tennis, basketball, and volleyball.

WWII veteran John Lindholm salutes the

Staters during evening retreat.

During morning assembly, the general election winners were announced. They included, from left, Commissioner of Insurance

Nolen Wright, Secretary of State Denny Rice, Governor Alex Thill, Lieutenant Governor Micah Self, Attorney General Connor Casey,
and State Treasurer Matthew Owens.

JC Watson of Eisenhower County tosses the Frisbee during

recreation.

Recreation also gave Staters the opportunity to play chess.



Staters continued to work on projects during operations on

Wednesday.

Bradley County huddles at the start of evening retreat.

A Stater dives to save a point in a volleyball match.

Drew Morely of King County serves during a recreation tennis
match.

Patton County takes part in Pass in Review Wednesday

evening on the way to McCain Auditorium.



Staters exercise their First Amendment rights by protesting
the lack of progress being made by Boys State Governor Alex
Thill to pass a budget.

Bradley County salutes as an American Flag is retired from
service.

Joel Quarnstrom of Bradley County shoots pool during the Thursday night celebration in the Kansas State Student Union.

Members of the Boys State Band perform Thursday in McCain

Auditorium.

Members of the Boys State Choir perform Thursday in McCain
Auditorium.



Isaiah Levy of King County plays an
arcade game in the Kansas State

Student Union during the Boys State
Celebration Thursday night.

Final tasks done

The last full day of Boys State was
filled with activities for the Staters.

During operations, more work was
done, and a sizeable group gathered
outside the office of Boys State Governor
Alex Thill to protest his slow passage of a
budget. The budget is important for vari-
ous groups within the program to have in
order for them to complete their tasks for
the day.

Following such excitement, Staters
once again headed to McCain Auditori-

um. Outside at the World War II Memo-
rial, delegates were able to witness a flag
retirement ceremony. Then, once inside,
they were treated to performances by the
Boys State Band and Choir.

Following this, Boys Nation Senatorial
candidates gave speeches urging their fel-
low Staters to vote for them to represent
Kansas at the national level.

To wrap up the evening, Staters played
pool and took advantage of the arcade at
the Kansas State Student Union.

Jackson Peters of MacArthur County tells the delegates why Ryan Harra of Marshall County tells the delegates why he
he would be a good Boys Nation Senator. would be a good Boys Nation Senator.

Justices of the Boys State of Kansas Supreme CGourt were Charlie Bermel, Nick Velo, Dillon Smith, Zach Fabin (Chief Justice),

Guy Talcott, Jack McHenry, and Preston Smith.




Saying goodbye

Friday brought the end of the 2017
session of the American Legion Boys
State of Kansas program.

The highlight of the day was Closing
Ceremonies, which took place in McCain
Auditorium.

Kansas Rep. Tom Cox delivered the
keynote address.

The ceremonies entailed annouce-
ments of awards, such as Outstanding
Citizens, Trey Peat, III, of Kennedy Coun-
ty as the winner of the Samsung Amer-

ican Legion College Scholarship, Guy
Talcott of Patton County as the William
E Stahl Award for Outstanding Supreme
Court Justice, John Lindholm as the Ad-
ivsor of the Year, the results of the Boys
Nation Senators vote, and the winners of
the Counselor of the Year awards.

Before the Staters were dismissed back
to their families, they also got to enjoy the
Closing Ceremonies video, which high-
lighted the week everyone had experi-
enced.

Advisor Kyle Wheatley sings the

National Anthem at the start of Closing
Ceremonies.

Seitz County participates in Pass In Review Friday morning on the way to Closing Ceremonies at McCain Auditorium.

The Color Guard leads the State to Closing Ceremonies.

Isaiah Eaton of Bradley County and Erik Brown of Eisenhower

County smile as the Boys Nation Senators are announced.




Kansas Rep. Tom Cox delivers the keynote address at Closing

Ceremonies.

Staters sound off for the last time at Morning Assembly.

Media Counselor and photographer Jonathan Volker receives
recognition as Experienced Counselor of the Year.

A Stater joins his County in Morning Assembly chants.

Staters wait for Closing Geremonies to start.



Devon Keeney of Kennedy County performs a violin medley.

Spencer Child of Kennedy County balances pennies.

Gabriel Wagler of Seitz County shows off his tae-kwon-doe
skills.

Jarow Meyers of Eisenhower County plays the Maple Leaf Rag.

Counselor Gavin Larios performs “Gangster Piece Theater” as

an interlude between acts.




A perennially popular aspect of Boys
State is the annual talent show. During
this crowd-pleasing production, Staters
show off their talents — whether it be
magic tricks, musical instrument perfor-
mances, forensic-style readings, or vocal
singing performances — for their fellow
delegates.

This year saw 18 performances with

G Alex Thill deli hi the master of ceremonies injecting his
'n(:’em?; agzl(resls GlIVers nis own bits between acts.
inaugu : The performances took place Wednes-

Sharing talents

day evening at McCain Auditorium, and
it served as a welcome reprieve from the
stress of playing the roles found within
Boys State.

Prior to the show, Boys State governor
Alex Thill gave his inaugural address, and
Clint Usher, of Alabama Boys State, spoke
to the Staters.

After the show, Associate Director
Jared Meitler shared with Staters the
possibilities of being selected as a Boys
Nation Senator.

Brody Schofield of Powell County performs the National
Anthem to start the talent show. Clint Usher of Alabama Boys State addresses the delegates.

Anthony Schettler of Marshall County closes the show with

Dawson Rooney of MacArthur County raps for the audience. “Pride and Joy” by Stevie Ray Vaugh.




Counselors

Front Row: Rhett Rhinehart, EJ Charboneau, Nathan Kessler, Trevin Garcia, Zach Meyer, Jack Curtis,

Xander Fortunato, Pumposh Bhat, Jordan Waymaster, Mason Witzke, Colton McCarty, Jordan Fullerton,

Ryan Fullerton, Chris Moe, Andrew Bemis, Jonathan Volker, lan Ediger, Nicholas Graham

Middle Row: Colton Shaw, Chase Shaw, Devin Locke, Mason Schartz, Chase Carlson, Nathan Short, Joseph Pilens,
Zachary Thomas, Dustin Curiel, Jordan Humphrey, Cody McCarty, Chris Grames, Wesley Sheffield,

William Bowersock, Nathan Lipinski, Jared Clark, Brandon Englund, Zachary Caraccilo, Logan Perry, Lakota Shehi
Back Row: Aden Lindholm, Gavin Larios, lan Buhman-Wiggs, Jacob Casey, Ethan Doherty, Jonathan Cole,
Adam Kropf, Andrew Spindler, Hayden Dahm, Hunter Parker, Keith Andrews, Scott Ring, Jared Koopman,

PJ Capettini, Nick Vogel, Grant Daily, Jon Barnes, Zachery Brunner, Max Curtis, Chris Wierman, Aaron Malmquist,
Alex Holmes, Nick Storm, Jordan Rodriguez, Jared Long, Carlos Guzman, Josh Ng, Terrance Pledger

Not Pictured: Joshua Fandrich



AdVISOrs

Front Row: Scott Bley, Adam Doyle, Jeremy Harland, Jared Meitler, Allen Klassen, Jay Shelton, Brad Biles,
Jacob Brown, Henry Van Der Laan, Andrew Van Der Laan

Middle Row: Kyle Wheatley, Shane Wilson, Jeff Schrag, Jake Ellis, Don Thomson, Bennett Radford, Don Peters,
Zach Chappell, Chuck Shoemaker, Curtiss Kimble

Back Row: Justin Herron, Gavin Smith, Troy Fowler, John Mulhern, Thane Chastain, Earl Mims, Bob Jenkins,
Tom Fryer, John Lindholm, Steve Peterson

Not Pictured: Larry Andrews, Glenn Fogo, Greg Harkrader, Mike Paynter, Pat Retz, Mario Rios, George Rothwell,
Rich Sentfen, Tyler Suelter, Clint Usher, Jordan Watson, Chris Werring, Tom Wierman

Coordinators

Todd Vogts, John Shively, Logan Gideon, Presston Mossman,
Program IT Media Goodnow Hall
Kyle Gardner, Matthew Brandt, Riley Hall,

Events Events Marlatt Hall



BRADLEY

Listed Alphabetically: Ethan Balk,
Andrew Bauer, Sarun Chuwonga-
nant, Isaiah Eaton, Devin Elliott,
Ethan Garcia, Tanner Hendrix, Al-
vin Holmes, Jack McHenry, Garett
McNulty, Louie Pires, Shubham Rai,
Ryan Rankin, Michael Snively, Wes
Steine Staff: Chase Carlson, Tom
Fryer, Aden Lindholm, Nathan Lipins-
ki, Aaron Malmquist, Richard Sent-
fen, Andrew Spindler

AYLWARD

Listed Alphabetically: CJ Brown,
Johnny Childress, Ryan Davis, Sam
Hardin, Jackson Hoy, Michael Huff-
hines, Jr., Stanley Liss, Mesca Lit-
tleEagle, Russell Middendorf, Mateo
Perea-Gowdy, Joel Quarnstrom, lan
Reddy, Teague Rickel, Clark Van
Lieshout, Greg Vieyra, Spencer War-
ner Staff: Scott Bley, Chase Carl-
son, Tom Fryer, Chris Grames, Aden
Lindholm, Nathan Lipinski, Richard
Sentfen, Andrew Spindler

BLEY

Listed Alphabetically: Joseph Ad-
ams, Easton Brown, Caleb Carson,
Jack Gartner, Ashton Gohman, Aidan
Gray, Brayan Guerrero, TJ Kenne-
dy, Griffin Lamp, Caleb Middendorf,
Benjamin Pickert, Cameron Shaw,
Nicholas Sprowls, Audun Sundeen,
Isaiah Wicoff Staff: Chase Carlson,
Tom Fryer, Adam Kropf, Aden Lind-
holm, Nathan Lipinski, Richard Sent-
fen, Andrew Spindler

BLUEMKE



EISENHOWER

BRAMLAGE

CHASTAIN

Listed Alphabetically: Conan Al-
exander, Carl Brunner, Gabriel Cas-
mus, Isaac Fitz, Justin Grega, Caleb
Karst, Ethan Kaus, Kershwin Mus-
tan, Jeremy Osborne, Kodi Reed,
Drake Regier, Glynn Smith, Quincy
Steely, Nathan Stone, Colton Well-
nitz, Creighton Youn Staff: Pumposh
Bhat, Max Curtis, Alex Holmes,
Carson Jennings, Chuck Shoemaker,
Kyle Wheatley

Listed Alphabetically: Zane Al-
lender, Alex Barger, Andrew Bar-
tholomew, Erik Brown, Fischer Carr,
Nathan Del Rio, Drew Ernsdorff,
Justin Fager, Jordon Honn, Peyton
Johnson, Matthew Keller, Maxwell
Mondry, Brakson Ping, Matthew
Sabine, Thomas Wrinn Staff: Keith
Andrews, Pumposh Bhat, Thane
Chastain, Alex Holmes, Carson Jen-
nings, Kyle Wheatley

Listed Alphabetically: Judston
Agee, Jack Carver, Kenny Cecil,
Nathan Davis, William Gross, Garrett
Heitmann, Zach Korte, Javen Mc-
Creight, Caleb McDaniel, Jarow My-
ers, Jioh Park, Rory Pfister, Antonio
Sanchez, Colton Swaim, JC Watson
Staff: Pumposh Bhat, Alex Holmes,
Carson Jennings, Devin Locke,
Chuck Shoemaker, Kyle Wheatley



Listed Alphabetically: Nathaniel

Atwood, Jackson Boyle, Spencer

Child, Tom Colling, Jameon Delp, Ju-
lius Hodges, Lawrence Lange, Max
Orchard, Tanner Sack, Jake Scheul-
er, Austin Scott, Max Scott, Lukas
Sebesta, QiTao Weng, Riley Ziegler
Staff: Scott Bley, Zachery Brunner,
Jared Long, Chris Moe, Nathan Dale
Short

FINLEY

Listed Alphabetically: Keelan Cas-
tro, Carson Davis, Pierce Hayden,
Joseph Higgins, Luke Martin, Tyler
McClay, Scott McCune, Joshua
Nieves, Zachary Patton, Trey Peat,
lll, Joseph Ramirez, Connor Remar,
Peter Spoon, Bryan Yungeberg Staff:
Scott Bley, William Bowersock,
Zachery Brunner, Chris Moe, Nathan
Dale Short

GARDNER

Listed Alphabetically: Eric Bentley,
Cooper Bredehoeft, Rope Dorman,
William Erickson, Zach Fabin, Tan-
ner Goertzen, Devin Keeney, Mat-
thew Long, Kamryn O’Dell, Oliver
Pinckney, Rudy Rodriguez, Caleb
Schwarz, Chase Slate, Ambrose Ste-
fan, Justin Watkins Staff: Scott Bley,
Zachery Brunner, Jared Clark, Chris
Moe, Nathan Dale Short

HANEY



KING

HASLER

ICENOGLE

Listed Alphabetically: Hayden
Baker, Winston Davis, Alex Engels,
Benjamin Fiszel, Brandon Gassman,
Harrison Jones, Joshua King, Car-
son Krakar, Isaiah Levy, Cade Mill-
er, Dominic Scavuzzo, Brenden
Schwartz, Cole Strickler, Grant
Weinhold, Ty Wilkins, Adam Ziegler
Staff: PJ Capettini, Jonathan Cole,
Zach Meyer, Jordan Rodriguez, Nick
Storm, Don Whitten, Zachary Thom-
as

Listed Alphabetically:Trent Bandre,
Ryne Blasco, Payton Brown, Caleb
Durland, Alec Feldman, Cooper Gar-
man, Mitch Harger, Marshall Kellner,
Ethan Kosberg, Liam McConnell,
Drew Morley, Andrew Nelson, Ste-
ven Robertson, Dustin Rose, Keeton
Sims Staff: PJ Capettini, Jonathan
Cole, Zach Meyer, Jordan Rodriguez,
Nick Storm, Don Whitten, Zachary
Thomas

Listed Alphabetically: William Back-
er, Jaron Caffrey, Jacob Clanton,
Coyd Gardner, Alex Holder, Patrick
Lewallen, Glenn Marihugh, Reece
Mathews, Scott Murphy, Kyle Norris,
Liam Sprague, Jacob Stark Staff: PJ
Capettini, Jonathan Cole, Zach Mey-
er, Jordan Rodriguez, Nick Storm,
Don Whitten, Zachary Thomas



MACARTHUR

Listed Alphabetically: Owen Ander-
son, Trey Caffee, Will Cook, Andrew
Haskell, Avandre Jones, Jacob
Morss, Bryce Niermeier, Carter
Payne, Brandon Pfizenmaier, Davion
Scott, Preston Smith, Rigo Soto, Will
Steinlage, William Tampke, Candin
Thomas Staff: lan Ediger, Curtiss
Kimble, Allen Klassen, Jared Koop-
man, Wesley Sheffield, Chris Wier-
man

JANSSEN

Listed Alphabetically: Jonathan
Bickley, Carlos Chavez, Jeremy
Davolt, Samuel Finnegan, Kyler Gish,
Anthony Graham, Ansel Herndon, lan
Howell, Kaleb King, Tayton Majors,
Cormac Palmer, John Patton, Luke
Price, Dawson Rooney, Josh Wells
Staff: Curtiss Kimble, Allen Klassen,
Jared Koopman, Hunter Parker, Wes-
ley Sheffield, Chris Wierman

JOHNSON

Listed Alphabetically: Gabriel Adair,
Andrew Braun, Collin Chaney, Alex-
ander Downing, Marshall Fike, Jerad
Habben, Jackson Peters, Jacob
Pohl, Cameron Shilling, Dillon Smith,
Nick Velo, Brennen Westbrook, Ja-
cob Wilson Staff: Zachary Cariccilo,
Curtiss Kimble, Allen Klassen, Jared
Koopman, Wesley Sheffield, Chris
Wierman

KLASSEN



MARSHALL

Listed Alphabetically: Alexander
Baldwin, Ryan Bare, Jonathon Beck,
Daniel Christie, Harrison DeVaughn,
Alexander Falk, Nathan Feather-
stone, Matthew Goeckel, Hugh
McPherson, Ethan Oleen, Samuel
Phipps, Benjamin Robben, Bena-
iah Rundus, Nathan Siscoe, Nathan
Smith Staff: Dustin Curiel, Ethan
Doherty, Carlos Guzman, Julian
Kincaid, Gavin Larios, Cody McCarty,
Joseph Pilens, Don Thomson

KYLE

Listed Alphabetically: Angus Black,
Joseph Chessmore, Grant Clopine,
Michael Cooprider, Connor Couch,
Chris Davis, Luke Gomez, Alex
Hatch, Evan Jones, Easton Roth,
Brendan Schmidt, Harrison Wester-
field, Travis Wiebler, George Woolver-
ton, Alex Young, Sean Zeorlin

Staff: Dustin Curiel, Ethan Doherty,
Carlos Guzman, Julian Kincaid,
Gavin Larios, Cody McCarty, Joseph
Pilens, Don Thomson

Listed Alphabetically: Jake Carde-
nas, Larry Driscoll, Jack Furla, Max
Harman, Ryan Harra, Jack Howell,
Andrew Krenzel, Jacob Lewellen,
Patrick Lim, Samuel Reinig, James
Sayles, Tate Sazama, Anthony Schet-
tler, Bryce Sturgis, Porter Volk

Staff: Dustin Curiel, Ethan Doherty,
Carlos Guzman, Julian Kincaid,
Gavin Larios, Cody McCarty, Joseph
Pilens, Don Thomson

MANTEY




PATTON

Listed Alphabetically: Colin Bedell,
Seth Beying, Conor Casey, Zoltan
Gothard, Joshua Habiger, Dakota
Harris, Shawn Kennedy, Michael Ko-
var, Garret Martin, Nathan McDonald,
Jake Miller, Pearson Schrag, Wyatt
Smith, Ethan Smuckler, Weston Trefz,
Jack Walton Staff: Jack Curtis, Nich-
olas Graham, John Lindholm

MCCOY

Listed Alphabetically: Anthony
Abraham, Kenton Fox, Carl Hatha-
way, Chance Heitschmidt, Benjamin
Hermesch, William Holeman, Jordan
Janicke, Dray Podlena, Zakary Pride,
Cole Resnik, Thomas Rutherford, Na-
than Safir, Choong Hyun Son, Jordan
Taylor, Jalen Williams, Ryan Wunder
Staff: Andrew Bemis, Jack Curtis,
John Lindholm

Listed Alphabetically: Cade An-
derson, Corbin Gauthier, James
Hanson, Chris James, Arin Katzer,
Joshua Keating, Trenton Lopez,
Jacob Milburn, Ryce Olson, Matthew
Owens, Dennis Rice, Calen Schuck-
man, Brendan Smith, Guy Talcott,
Kai Tinich Staff: lan Buhman-Wiggs,
Jack Curtis, Jordan Fullerton, John
Lindholm, Colton McCarty

O’LEARY



PERSHING

Listed Alphabetically: Derek Bryant,
Braiden Buresh, Trevor Gallagher,

AJ Gambill, David Gates, Spencer
Heise, Trystan Isley, Braden Kerr,
Joey Le, Owen Lutz, Tommy Mitchell,
Jacob Montgomery, Gavin Nelson,
Nicolas Paukstelis, Jordan Smith
Staff: Ryan Fullerton, Don Peters,
Colton Shaw, Nick Vogel, Mason
Witzke

PERRILL

Listed Alphabetically: Bryce Bell,
Michael Braun, Henry Cahoone,
Brendan Chapman, David Eke, Jan-
son Garman, Ethan Goff, Alex Har-
din, Brendan Hulla, Nathan Jackson,
Mac Pritchett, Ben Ramsey, Thomas
Reece, Dakota Rockers, Tim Roty
Staff: Jacob Fandrich, Ryan Fuller-
ton, Don Peters, Nick Vogel, Mason
Witzke

RAYMOND

Listed Alphabetically: Slater Blick,
Bryce Eckelberry, Creighton Glass-
cock, Chase Hegeman, Ross Ifland,
Mason Jones, Jacob Ruder, Riley
Russell, Grant Ryals, Jacob Spiegel,
Griffith Stites, Jason Thompson,
Lake Winter Staff: Hayden Dahm,
Ryan Fullerton, Don Peters, Nick
Vogel, Mason Witzke

SCHMITT



POWELL

Listed Alphabetically: Nathan
Bailey, Charlie Bermel, Devon Beus-
cher, Edward Bordeau, Rick Brown,
Joel Caporale, Ethan Foster, Edward
Gruver, Michael Henriksen, Jack
Hermon, Andrew Hurt, Ben Jensen,
Logan Jones, Austin Schwartz, Luke
Steinle, David Vasquez

Staff: EJ Charboneau, Brandon En-
glund, Nathan Kessler, Rhett Rhine-
hart, Jeff Schrag, Chris Werring

Listed Alphabetically: Tyler Bea-
vers, Marcus Brollier, Drew Good-
man, Cole Hansen, Matthew Hooker,
Thomas Maldonado, Tyler McLaugh-
lin, Bryce Meacham, Alex Pereira,
Ashton Pickering, Brody Schofield,
Micah Self, Nick Spraetz, Joshua
Todd Staff: EJ Charboneau, Bran-
don Englund, Nathan Kessler, Lakota
Shehi, Jay Shelton, Chris Werring

SHELTON

Listed Alphabetically: Jacob Arnett,
Matthew Ashwill, Robert Frizell, Tyler
Griffin, Craig Koch, Jacob Kraus,
Henry Letner, Aaron Masters, Gra-
ham Mathews, Joshua Pohl, Noah
Shirk, Alex Thill, Austin Wiley

Staff: EJ Charboneau, Brandon En-
glund, Nathan Kessler, Chase Shaw,
Chris Werring

SPIGARELLI



SEITZ

WHORLEY

WILES

Listed Alphabetically: Ryan Fitz-
gerald, Will Flesher, Alante French,
Ender Graham, Bradley Koch, Owen
LaMar, Pete Nickel, Caleb Niehu-
es, Dillon Thompson, An Vu, Gabe
Wagler, Jacob Wood Staff: Jacob
Casey, Xander Fortunato, Jordan
Humphrey, Bob Jenkins, Clint Usher

Listed Alphabetically: Jared Ba-
ruth, Alexander Fortune, Jesse Ga-
retson, John George, Alex Gorman,
Hunter Jaeger, Jack Jenkins, Sam
Krone, Andrew Mannell, Michael Mill-
er, Guthrie Turner, Nolen Wright
Staff: Xander Fortunato, Jordan
Humphrey, Bob Jenkins, Logan Per-
ry, Clint Usher

Listed Alphabetically: Blake Adel-
man, Reid Bissen, Jordan Black,
Zackery Dotson, Alexander Emme,
Merrik Hanneman, Payton Harmon,
Carson Lucas, Nick McKee-Rist,
Reed Miller, Ernie Pereira, Sergio
Storbeck, Jackson Wilcox Staff: Jon
Barnes, Xander Fortunato, Jordan
Humphrey, Bob Jenkins, Clint Usher



Legion Boys State of Kansas is complete. These are just some of
the life-long memories, captured in picture form, that you cre-
ated over one week in the summer of 2017.

You arrived at Kansas State University on Sunday, June 4, wondering
what exactly to expect. Suddenly you were thrust into a high-paced,
cooperative, and very involved program. The tasks of creating and main-
taining a working government were placed in your hands. Hopefully
through this program you were able to see exactly what kinds of deci-
sions our society is faced with.

Elected officials have the incredible tasks of creating legislation to
protect their constituents’ rights, while at the same time maintaining
financial and social stability. One evident message of our program is that
it is not easy to be a leader. We hope that you not only found opportuni-
ties for great success, but that you also faced the chore of overcoming a
sound defeat. It is in these instances where a leader proves his worth, and
you have undoubtedly taken this message from The American Legion
Boys State of Kansas.

So it is up to you, and you alone, to overcome the failures and strug-
gles that life will present you. Democracy, the most effective form of gov-
ernment, is dependent on involvement. We are taking for granted that
you will certainly be involved, but we challenge you not only to become
involved but also to become a leader, that extra step beyond simple par-
ticipation, within your communities.

Democracy is not limited to the realms of Topeka and Washington.

Democracy exists in your homes, schools, congregations, and work-
places. There will be times in your life when you will be faced with a
situation that you do not agree with or that you feel is unfair to you or
someone you know. As difficult as it may seem, it is not only your right
but your responsibility to use the knowledge and skills you gained from
our program to help yourself and your fellow citizens do the right thing.

No matter what you think about what has happened in the past, or
even what is happening now, you have the opportunity to change the
future, and that is what is great about America. In a very short time a
couple hundred years’ worth of progress will be handed to you. What
will you do with it? Will you be content to stand still? Will you move
forward? The decision is up to you.

Serve your community and serve it well. We wish you the best of luck
in your endeavors, and we hope that the American Legion Boys State of
Kansas helped you along the way.

g nd so it is over. The 80th anniversary session of the American

— The 2017 American Legion Boys State of Kansas Staft
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